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Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, am I al-
lotted a certain amount of time in
morning business?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is to be recognized for up to 30
minutes.

——
TORTURE

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I shall
not take all that time, but I wanted to
talk about a couple of things this
morning. Before I do that, I want to ex-
press my appreciation for the com-
ments of my colleague from Massachu-
setts, Senator KENNEDY, about what
our priorities seem to be and what they
should be with respect to fiscal policy
and appropriations bills as well as the
larger priorities of our country.

Let me now talk briefly about the
vote that occurred last week on the
confirmation of Attorney General
Mukasey. I wish to talk about it be-
cause I think a very important issue
that needs to be discussed—and we
have not really discussed it much on
the floor of the Senate—is the issue of
torture.

I don’t think the issue of torture, for
this country, is negotiable. And, I don’t
think it is a very difficult question.

But, before I talk about the issue of
torture specifically, let me just de-
scribe what I think represents the
great strength of this country, and the
great strength of this country does not
include a willingness or an allowance
to torture anybody anywhere.

We were engaged in a long, difficult
Cold War for decades. That struggle
against the Soviet Union and totali-
tarianism lasted a long time. But it
wasn’t, in the end, bombs and bullets
that won that war; it was American
values that won that war. It was the
idea of our country, and the idea of our
country is rooted in the Constitution.
People are free. They believe what they
want. They are able to say what they
want. The Government has to respect
the rights of everyone.

That is the embroidery and the
framework of our Government and our
Constitution. America is an idea, with
a written Constitution and a Bill of
Rights, that protects people, and
stands for liberty, human rights, and
human dignity.

In fact, those values of this country
were so strong that even during the
Cold War those values shined a light of
hope into the darkest cells in the So-
viet Union, in the gulag prisons, in the
outermost reaches of Siberia. We know
that because people who were in those
dark cells came out from behind the
Iron Curtain and told us of the ray of
hope they saw from this country.

Millions of political prisoners were
held, often in solitary confinement in
the Soviet Union, simply for thinking
and speaking freely. Many were there
for years, swept off the streets in the
Soviet Union, never to be heard from
again.

Often, they weren’t charged. When
they were, they were convicted after
show trials because they had no rights.
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But some survived, and they talked
about how important the idea and the
values were that embodied this country
called the United States. America gave
them hope. The idea of America
reached to the farthest and darkest
places on this planet. It always has,
and it has offered hope.

Now, it is true that this country is
not perfect. We all understand that.
But it is also true that what we stand
for is very important in terms of the
message we send around the world. It is
important for our self-respect, and it is
important for what we believe America
to be.

It is troubling to me that polls that
are done around the world show that so
many in the world now are very con-
cerned about our country, with views
that are very negative about the
United States, and these views are held
by historic foes but also historic
friends. That is something which
should concern all of us. We have to
hold ourselves to a higher standard. We
always have, and we should hold our-
selves to a higher standard.

The issue of torture was an issue that
arose because of the questions asked a
candidate, a nominee, for Attorney
General. There are some who believe
under certain circumstances, appar-
ently, torture is all right or appro-
priate or sanctioned. I am not one of
them, and I would think most Ameri-
cans would not believe that.

George Washington led the Conti-
nental Army in the War for Independ-
ence. After a large number of his
troops were captured, he and his troops
saw Hessian mercenaries, fighting for
the British, slaughter unarmed pris-
oners from the Continental Army.
They saw that, and yet George Wash-
ington refused to treat Hessian pris-
oners the same way. He insisted we
were different and we would treat peo-
ple the way we should be treated.

That is America’s birthright. It has
always been the case. And that is why
the discussion about torture is so very
important. It is why the discussions
about treatment of detainees, about
enemy combatants, about habeas cor-
pus, and about the power of the execu-
tive branch in this country are impor-
tant as well.

The Attorney General’s post is very
important. I met with the nominee and
I liked him. I talked to him about his
commendable experience in Govern-
ment as a Federal Judge. But his in-
ability to answer the basic questions
about waterboarding and torture were
very troubling to me. I don’t under-
stand that inability, and I don’t think,
from my standpoint, that issue is nego-
tiable. Torture is not what America is
about.

Some say or some imply that being
against torture is somehow being soft
on terrorists. That is as despicable as
it is wrong. Being against torture is
being for an America that is better
than its enemies. Being against torture
is being for an America that continues
to be a beacon of hope around the
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world for doing the right thing, and it
is being for an America that stands for
the rule of law and human dignity and
human rights.

So I wanted to make the point, after
the debate we had last week, that this
is not an irrelevant issue. It is an issue
that defines our country. It is an issue
about who we are, the value system of
this great country of ours.

————
FISCAL POLICY

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, let me
describe a couple of things that rep-
resent front-page news these days. Re-
grettably, I ©believe, these things
threaten the potential future pros-
perity of our country and require an
urgent response on the part of the
President and the Congress.

The economy and fiscal policy of this
administration—and the lack of regu-
latory interest on the part of this ad-
ministration—has led us to an abyss
that is very troublesome. We see the
dollar dropping in value to other cur-
rencies. We see a dramatic trade deficit
of $2 billion a day, that we are buying
from other countries more than we are
selling to other countries. We see a fis-
cal policy budget deficit that the Presi-
dent says is coming down. The only
way he can say the deficit is signifi-
cantly coming down is that he is tak-
ing all of the surplus Social Security
revenues that are supposed to go into
the Social Security trust fund and
using every dollar of that surplus as an
offset against other revenue and other
spending in order to show a much lower
deficit. We are far off track in trade
policy and fiscal policy, and now we
have in front of us a proposal for $196
billion in emergency spending—none of
it paid for. That will bring us very
close to three-quarters of a trillion dol-
lars that the President has requested
on an emergency basis—none of it paid
for. That is not conservatism. We have
a responsibility to begin paying for
these costs. We send soldiers to war
and the President says to the American
people: You go shopping and do your
part for the American economy.

That should not happen. What should
happen is when we send soldiers to go
to war and ask them to wear the uni-
form of their country and go in harm’s
way, we should, as a responsible Con-
gress and President, pay for the costs
as we go.

I don’t understand it. The President
is down there at the White House say-
ing $22 billion additional for the kinds
of things that invest in our country—
he says I am opposed to that. He said I
will veto 10 of your bills, if necessary.
He said, I am opposed to that $22 bil-
lion of your bills, half of which is in-
vested in health care. Then he says, by
the way, I want $196 billion on the
other side, none of it paid for, for my
priorities, and he says: But that is for
the troops.

I am sorry, it is not just for the
troops. A substantial portion of that is
for the contractors. There is dramatic
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